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and Paschal refused so flagrantly to violate his oath, tc
which on this point he had been specifically councilor
pledged with the most binding distinctness, communi-
The more zealous churchmen determined to Emperor.
take upon themselves this act of holy vengeance. A
council assembled at Vienne, under the Archbishop
Guido, afterwards Pope Calixtus II. The Emperor
condescended to send his ambassadors with letters,
received, as he asserted, from the Pope since the decree
of the Lateran Council, in which the Pope professed the
utmost amity, and his desire of peace. The Council
were amazed, but not disturbed or arrested in their
violent course. As they considered themselves sanc-
tioned in their meeting by the Pope, they proceeded to
their decree. One metropolitan Council took upon
itself to excommunicate the Emperor! They declared
investiture by lay hands to be a heresy; by the power
of the Holy Ghost they annulled the privilege granted
by the Pope, as extorted by violence. " Henry the
King of the Germans, like another Judas, has betrayed
the Pope by kissing his feet, has imprisoned him with
the cardinals and other prelates, and has wrung from
him by force that most impious and detestable charter;
him we excommunicate, anathematise, cast out of the
bosom of the Church, till he give full satisfaction."
These decrees were sent to the Pope, with a significant
menace, which implied great mistrust in his firmness.
" If you will confirm these decrees, abstain from all
intercourse, and reject all presents from that cruel tyrant,
we will be your faithful sons; if not, so God be propi-
tious to us, you will compel us to renounce all subjection
and obedience," m
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